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Illustrating the Battles in Taiwan
during the Ch’ien-lung Reign

Li T ai-han
History Department
Soochow University

Abstract

The present essay uses archival and other data to reconstruct the process
through which the Ch’ien-lung era illustrations of Taiwan campaigns were produced,
and to correct the errors of previous scholarship on the topic. It argues that the
sixteen renditions of battles produced at the behest of Fu K’ang-an represent the first
phase in the development of these illustrations, and that it was from these renditions
that twelve images were selected for engraving on copper plate. The themes of these
twelve illustrations were selected on the basis of two standards; rendered by Miao
Ping-t’ai, Yao Wen-han, Yang Ta-chang, Chia Ch’tian, Hsieh Sui, Chuang Yii-te, and
Li Ming; and then individually presented to the Imperial Atelier Office for engraving
and printing.

Strictly speaking, the twelve battles selected for depiction did not encompass
the entire campaign against Lin Shuang-wen. The first ten images portray the
victories of the Ch’ing army in Taiwan under the command of Fu K’ang-an. The last
two are closely associated with the emperor’s poetry. Because previous research has
failed to clearly introduce these illustrations, the present essay begins by identifying
each image on the basis of military documents and other archival sources, and then
proceeds to describe the distinct stylistic qualities presented by the illustrators.
(Translated by Jeffrey Moser)

Keywords: archive, illustration of battle, copper plate engraving, Lin Shuang-wen,
Fu K’ang-an, the ten achievements
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