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The Publication of the Chi-fan Edition of the
Pao-p 'u-tzu wai-p’ien and the Value of
Textual History

Chen Qinghui
National Library of China

Abstract

In the study of the many editions of the Pao-p u-tzu, scholars often neglect the
important two volumes wai-p ‘ien included in the Erh-shih-chia-tzu shu Chi-fan
edition, which was published by the Ch’ung-te Academy in 1578. By collating
evidence on the transmission of the Pao-p ‘u-tzu wai-p’ien, the present essay
examines the relationship between the Pao-p u-tzu nei-p ien (Inner Chapters), wai-
p ien (Outer Chapters), and pieh-chih, the structure of the individual sections of the
text; the overlap between the Pai-chia and Wen-hsing versions; and the issue of how
to resolve the differences between the Chi-fan and other editions. In so doing, it
clarifies the value of this text for the publication and textual history of the Pao-p u-

tzu.

Keywords: Pao-p u-tzu, Chi-fan edition, Fan-fu edition, publication history, textual
history



