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Chen Hongshou’s Paintings of Women: Challenging
Traditional Womanhood in the Late Ming

Feng You-heng
Graduate School of Plastic Arts
National Taiwan University of Arts

Abstract

Chen Hongshou (1599-1652) is among the most outstanding figure painters of
the late Ming. He not only revived this genre by incorporating the past styles of Li
Gonglin (1049-1106), Zhou Fang (act. 763-804) and Gu Kaizhi (ca. 344-405), but
also created a new figural style. In the subject of shinii hua (paintings of women),
he initiated a solitary, lofty, scholarly-like female figure style, which differed from
the earlier languid, listless mode created by Tang Yin (1470-1524) and Qiu Ying (ca.
1509-1551).

With regard to the meaning of his new female type, Chen had subverted the
traditional guiyuan (complaint from the inner chamber) subject associated with
paintings of women, turning the passive female figure who is an object of the male
gaze into a more subjective individual prone to her own feelings and desires. In
addition, he created images of woman as educator, recluse, and scholar, which was
unprecedented.

The late Ming trend of the rise of talented and beautiful women was also duly
reflected in Chen Hongshou’s paintings of women in contrast to the depiction of
women as attendants, servants and entertainers in the past. In the aspect of religious
image, Chen fully explored the ambiguity of Guanyin (Avalokitesvara)’s gender
identity and blurred the gender lines by giving “her” a man’s face. In all, it might
signal Chen’s distrust of any possibility of religious redemption for himself and an
increasing de-canonization and secularization of the late Ming in general.

Keywords: guiyuan (complaint from the inner chamber), gaze, sancong side (Three
Obediences and Four Virtues), Gandhara, the elevation of Yuan and the

debasement of Song



R T e |

EEEEE R TR Tt

bl §uet 2 - T e

Bl it (AkE) 2= (E) 1616%
A#MrE 20X13. 2% LEB Z4HER

B2 Mots (ATHR) 1621%F MARE
FE 22.2x9.20% ABa4 A& HHER



Bty et s diadin g
xR SWE T WY
e

ek 3 B dme e A SR AT
EE AT L Foid S
B e
(B A 9 R RORYAE S
MERE A AT ek b S
XD B R
B0 TS et 0

" o arid T b b A g s
{Mf_mmlm aper 2ty 4 I

16304

&
=

~E )

E E
= ‘um
B %Wu

)
B R >hﬁ
I @%
&% s
g 4
Zw 24
~ 4l 34
o %m
R 22
" w3

= Lo

§ BBl

ES

....\/A

0

[aN]

- X

...2

=3

.....w@

| ¥

B3 M3 (HRE)
o 72 M B



B6 Bt (#aL)

#1636

HBARK 103.5X43. 2%
L RE KRR AR

B8 1REk (msEshiiL)
B 3L ¥0E A IR R

BARZE 242X 25045

By ooy
3

FladbadPetedon = Ay

il

M&#%<%ﬁ%%>

xe

129. 6 X47. 32>

416394

o LR



Bt
o

<
Fo Srappm J i

T — ——— i ———

TS o R SR (R A

BRker (AHTEAL) A3 #16394
gk e 120.6X47.30% LB MEER

B9

o

JEE]
—
o

Rater (KFEF—R =)
16334 AKRzlkE
18X9. 4% # A

¥

i

4
:E
7

: e e, A B ki Y |
Bll #Frxk (BERFEE) B3I HA%E 51.3X5H3124 B12 st (BAEEILE)
£ Bk 48 £ AR #16364 #4ARJ B 143.5X61. 524

LR E W



H13 mm GREM— REHI) HARE 28 5X46 409
R

B15 maks (¥ E) 16465
ok E 96X4000  RARK

T
Tt 0

-r'\"

& R s T

E14 [&i,&ﬁi <ﬂ%§a@> %1649#
#woAR e 105X58. 124y EETHMEEE



16 mRstst (IRFALEL) HI649F Hhme 25.3X163.20%  HMEHER

B17 mss (MRAKFESL) 2—: (XH) 1650F B18 mts (H5iEELBE)  #1650F
HAa%keE 30.3x308an EBEMAELEMPREA BARZE 90.8Xx33. 945 LA




B20 mRa#ts (RieE)  #16504F
HAR%E 90.4X4620%  E B AvH RS A bR

B19 s (048E) 164945
HFARZE 125.2X580 %  d RHEMIER




B22 3 (R LiEE) 15264
HKAZE 123.8X49. 905
B 3 30 F 1 I

B21 s (METEER)  #£1649F
woRx e 92.4X46. 8%
G T R

B2 AE (MzmEE)  ©1516F
HAR%EE 168.8X102. 1%
B 3L 40E W % 8



B24 5T # (LEREER)

e i
fiE G Tataflieages

i jptadbitisie s

R

i THHI T
e "r;‘:IEET

B25 FR#tex (EXBREH)
xe,
B3 K B A IR

4

173. 7X55. 6%

HAxe 29.3X122.Ta%  EABRKEER AR

T

.
&3

:r
Hi
11
HEE
148
L
Bl
= -:I
Sl i =
16384 E26 FMRoks CERRMBEEAE) 16204

HKAREE 135X48.620%
£ B8 KA & 188



B2T mks: (REBEMN)

#16475% BAR% e 97.8X44. 50 % B28 fhak (BRAEH) HRZE 54X28 645
B 31 % W IR B 313 WM IR

ISy T R T R AT

| W IRTIE,

oy =
LAk N

g R P Ve
o RS ?Eﬁﬁg#+ oy
I A N AR AT

B29 TEM (REE) &Ah®e 97.2x33. 1045 B30 £ (BRE-—+EEBEEEGL)

L WA Fot=% (Ad) #rue

62.3X35. 3% B THEMITRE



125

Bg Ty 4 . & -!- -t X \?._- s 5
B3l mts (FEEE) A AL64TF Hhke 29.8x98.4

L

Ay EEEMER



126 MwBarET Fo+LEE =B




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 5 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Photoshop 5 Default Spaces)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 100
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 100
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth 8
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [411.024 581.102]
>> setpagedevice


