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Making Tibet inside the Frontier: On the Last Western
Tour to Wutai Mountain of Emperor Jiaging

Lin Shih-hsuan
National Palace Museum
Department of Rare Books and Documents

Abstract

Imperia tour was the great important officia activity in the early Qing dynasty. In
the time of Kangxi and Qianlong reigns, they frequently went north to the Mountain
Resort in Chengde, and raised the hunting trips, besides there were the eastern tour
(Mukden), southern tour (Jiangnan), and western tour (Wutai Mountain), these imperial
tours continued until the early 19" century. By preparing these imperia tours, the
emperors could patrol and observe the public sentiment, custom. In the same time,
excellent literary, outstanding armed strength was advocated and rewarded. The emperors
want to unfold the Manchu imperia authority, simultaneously to coordinate the relation
between the central government and local governments, shaped models of Qing Dynasty's
unique disposition.

Shanxi's Wutai Mountain is located near the Great Wall, where is the boundary
between Mongolian and Chinese people. There were coexisting the Chinese and the
Tibetan Buddhism, especially attracted the Mongolian to go to worship. Visited by the
Qing emperors did push its historical status to the peak. “Making Tibet inside the
frontier” was that the definition of Wutai Mountain by Emperor Jiaging. After Emperor
Jiaging ascended to the throne, the Great Qing entered the “ post-Qianlong time”. Emperor
Jiaging followed the regulations established during the Qianlong time, imperia touring
was one of the tradition except southern tour.

Emperor Jiaging paid close attention to raise western tour in 1811. He prepared
discretely for many years, however besides pecuniary embarrassment, as a result of the
cognitive disparity between the emperor and the bureaucrat, his western tour differed from
the previous, and the Qing had not conducted again.

This study is about the Qing’s last western tour based on analyzing some archives,
rare books holding in the National Palace Museum, especially the archives of “Wutai Wei
Dang’. The “Grand Secretariat Archives’ (collection of the Institute of History and
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Philology, Academia Sinica) is very useful. | also deliberate the “Western tour magnificent
ceremony” of Jiaging imperial edition to analyze its whole story, and demonstrate the

religious factor was the special function.

Keyword: Qing dynasty, Qing Renzong, Wutai Mountain, Western imperial tour (Xixun),
Emperor Jiaging, Emperor Qianlong, Manchu
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