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The “Song Floral Border” in the Archives of the
Imperial Workshops of the Qianlong Reign

Weng, Yu-wen
Department of the Southern Branch Museum Affairs

National Palace Museum

Abstract

In Qing dynasty art there appear many instances where items are prefaced with the
character “Song K ,” such as “Song script,” “Song brocade,” “Song dragon,” and “Song
floral border.” The form of the latter, however, is still unknown. The present study thus
examines the “Song floral border” recorded in the Archives of the Imperial Workshops
and compares it with surviving artifacts to determine its original appearance, finding
that the period for the “Song floral border” is almost completely restricted to the reign
of the Qianlong emperor (Gaozong; 1711-1799; r. 1736-1795). Not only does the term
appear often in Emperor Gaozong’s writings and his inscriptions on works of painting and
calligraphy, it frequently is used for the decorative patterns of large-script frontispieces,
having much to do with the development of pins, brocades, and carved boxes in Suzhou.
Finally, in Sequel to the Treasure Colffers of the Stone Moat, it also played an indicative
role in the compilation of contents for Treasure Coffers of the Stone Moat from the
reign of the Qianlong emperor. The perspective of “Song floral border” provides further
information on the systematic efforts at art appreciation and collecting by the Qianlong
emperor.

Keywords: Song floral border, Qing Gaozong, Archives of the Imperial Workshops,
Treasure Colffers of the Stone Moat, Qing dynasty court art
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