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The Compiling of Illustrated Regulations for
Ceremonial Paraphernalia of the Imperial Qing Dynasty
and the Incorporation of Scientific Instruments into
the Ritual System during the Qianlong Reign

Guo, Fuxiang
Department of the Palace History

The Palace Museum, Beijing

Abstract

The book lllustrated Regulations for Ceremonial Paraphernalia of the Imperial Qing
Dynasty is a direct result of the Qianlong emperor’s efforts to change ritual paraphernalia
and later construct a comprehensive ritual system based on his ruling needs, thus assessing
great significance in understanding and studying the decrees and regulations in the Qing
dynasty. Its volume on “Instruments” unprecedentedly lists 50 scientific instruments,
some of which even came from the West, as a new part of the imperial court’s ritual
paraphernalia. This paper focuses on the incorporation of scientific instruments into the
ritual system during the Qianlong reign, which is a topic rarely discussed in the academic
community. Through reading newly discovered documents and archives, this paper
examines the compiling process of the “Instruments” volume in [llustrated Regulations
for Ceremonial Paraphernalia of the Imperial Qing Dynasty, analyzes the breakthrough
made by this book in expanding the scope of ritual paraphernalia, and also explores the
process and rationale of such a huge change. By reviewing the ritualization of scientific
instruments during the Qianlong reign and its closely related scientific events, this paper
may help us better understand the history of science in the imperial court during the
Qianlong reign and even the Qing dynasty.

Keywords: /llustrated Regulations for Ceremonial Paraphernalia of the Imperial Qing
Dpynasty, scientific instruments, ritualization, collecting and cataloging, Sino-
Western scientific exchanges
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