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Tanzan Jungei: On His Studies and Book Collection”

Mannami, Hisako ™"

Abstract

Tanzan Jungei (1785-1847), a scholarly monk at the end of the Edo period (1603-
1867), is known for his meticulous edition of the Daizang Sutra based upon the Koryo
version, which was the most highly regarded version of the period, and of which Nincho
(1645-1711) had already made a critical edition in the mid-Edo period. Jungei’s academic
knowledge, skills, and fidelity toward the texts were exceptional in the early modern era of
Japan. In his edition of the Daizang Sutra, Jungei tried to copy the Rizang more correctly
than Nincho: he aimed to procure a text which would be more faithful to the original.

Jungei also attempted to restore the main works of Shinran (1173-1263), the founder
of his denomination. This is unique in Japanese Buddhist studies in the Edo period when
scholars studied them only in later printed texts.In addition, Jungei collected a large
number of sutras and their copies and made a unique catalog of his collection, the structure
of which was influenced by the “Existing Catalogue of the Ryukoku School Library”
by Chido (1736-1805), a scholar of another school of the same denomination. Chido’s
inventory was special in that it mixed Japanese Buddhist texts with the Jiaxing collection.
It is believed that Jungei made a big step toward new Buddhism studies, based upon the
originality of his methods.

Keywords: Tanzan Jungei, Daizang Sutra based upon the Obaku version, Daizang Sutra
based upon the Koryo version, publishing culture, Bandd Manuscript of the
Kyogyoshinsho, old sutras
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