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The Cross-Class Interpersonal Relationship and
Commercial Consideration in the Making of Model
Calligraphy in the Middle Qing Dynasty: The Making
and Selling of Fuzhoutie’

Yao, Ling""

Abstract

Fuzhoutie is a special set of model calligraphy for Cai Xiang’s works, which was
compiled and engraved by the stele and model-calligraphy making expert Qian Yong in
the Jiaqing period of the Qing dynasty, but has attracted little attention in history. Through
analysis of both literature and image materials, this paper provides details of why and
how the Fuzhoutie was made and sold, observes the personal relationship between a low-
ranking literary man Qian Yong and the Fujian governor Wang Shaolan. The reason why
Fuzhoutie is of good quality but of less influence is also discussed. This case study brings
together valuable details of the industry on making model calligraphy in the middle Qing
dynasty, and also enhances the understanding of socio-cultural exchange patterns relating
to stele and model calligraphy making in the middle Qing dynasty.

Keywords: Fuzhoutie, middle Qing dynasty, model calligraphy making, Cai Xiang, Qian
Yong, Wang Shaolan
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