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A Study of Imperial Calligraphy Bestowed by the
Yuan Emperor Wenzong with “Yonghuai” and
“Record of the Kuizhang Pavilion” as Examples”

Liu, Hua-hua™"

Abstract

The Yuan dynasty emperor Wenzong (Tugh Temiir, 1304-1332; r. 1328-1329, 1329-
1332) was a highly sinicized and cultured ruler. Judging from the research of previous
scholars, it has been confirmed that Wenzong excelled at calligraphy, which has often
been used as proof of his level of attainment in Chinese cultivation but rarely examined
from the viewpoint as art. The present study takes as its focus the “Ink Rubbing of Two
Characters “Yonghuai’” from the third day of the first month in 1331 as well as “Record
of the Kuizhang Pavilion.” Examining the contents, style, and recipients of these two
works of calligraphy points further to uncovering and discussing the purposes to writing
and producing imperial calligraphy, the symbolic meaning of its style, and the political
implications of awarding it as a way to explain the rich and broader significance that it was
intended to convey.

The research here shows that the two above-mentioned works of imperial calligraphy
reveal the notion of filial piety in rulership and the way of the ruler. In terms of their style,
Wenzong used the method of copying to connect himself with a previous “sagacious
ruler” in the Tang dynasty, Emperor Taizong (Li Shimin, 598-649; r. 626-649), thereby
effectively enhancing his own imperial prestige. And through the awarding of imperial
calligraphy, Wenzong not only spread imperial grace, he also could receive at the same
time the loyalty and gratitude of his high officials. This functioned to mold the value of
loyalty in them and helped construct the image of Wenzong as an enlightened ruler.

Keywords: imperial calligraphy, imperial bestowment, Yuan Wenzong (Tugh Temiir),
Kuizhang Pavilion, Yonghuai, Record of the Kuizhang Pavilion

(Translated by Donald E. Brix)
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