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Pottery Half-Figures and Pottery Shoes Unearthed
from Tang Dynasty Tombs™

Hsieh, Ming-liang ™"

Abstract

The present study examines a kind of male and female pottery half-figure made
using front and back mold pieces that has been excavated from Tang dynasty tombs along
with the distribution and period of production for miniature pottery shoes. It shows that
the male and female half-figures have mainly been found in tombs of the middle and
High Tang period in the area of modern-day Shaanxi and Henan Provinces as well as at
Dunhuang. The pottery shoes are also mostly found in early Tang tombs of Shaanxi and
Henan, but they come from tombs as late as the early eighth century, too. In other words,
the pottery shoes and half-figures are of different categories, and the dating of the two do
not overlap.

In addition, after considering the research of previous scholars, an imaginary
reconstruction of the lower portion for the pottery half-figures suggests they probably had
a wood support and were originally dressed. As for the pottery shoes, they were possibly
inserted with a piece of wood or bamboo to form a figure. The study also includes an
examination of Tang dynasty funerary regulations to discuss the material and size of grave
goods, after which the author believes that the specifications for dressed half-figures with
wooden lower bodies may have been of higher status than those of ordinary pottery grave-
good figures.

Keywords: Tang dynasty, pottery figures, pottery half-figures, pottery shoes, grave-goods
cultural circle
(Translated by Donald E. Brix)
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