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Revisiting the Variants of the Character “Niie”
in Canonical Texts by Reference to the Diction in
Unearthed Documents of the Warring States Period
and the Qin and Han Dynasties”

Chang, Yu-wei"*

Abstract

Unearthed documents are rich in evidence and frequently touch upon the issue of
diction, among which variant written forms for the same characters have garnered more
scholarly attention. So far, academic circles have yielded fruitful results concerning
the variants of the character “nii¢” i€ ). Chen Jian has clarified many previous
misinterpretations by extensively blending various schools’ arguments and rigorously
examining the transcription of the characters “40” e, “nie” £, “hao” %, “hd” &,
“xido” % , and “ya0” X in unearthed documents and canonical texts. Following the
discussion of the variants of “nii¢,” this article firstly points out that, according to the
phrase “da-nii¢-ya-min” KT in the text “Xinian,” the character “¢” & of “da-¢é-
yi-min” in the “Book of Zhou” of the Discourses of the States was a phonetic loanword
during transcription. Secondly, this article argues that the understanding of the term “bao-
ni” & in Mozi and History of the Former Han as “bio-nii¢” Z&iE was a polysyllabic
error resulting from similar written forms. Finally, by reference to the pronunciation
change from “hao/ao-wu-gao” 5% / B to “niie-wi-gao” [EHESE | this article not only
analyzes the semantic difference between “wii” f§ and “nii¢” within textual contexts,
but also argues that the phrase “hao/nii¢-wu-gao” should still be read as “4o-wu-gao” in
accordance with the correspondence between the terms “wii,” “do/xu” and “ai” fi ~ A /

i ~ 52
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