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Hellenistic and Inner Eurasian Affinities in the
Yunnan Jinning Shizhaishan Culture”

Chen, Chien-wen ™"

Abstract

In the tombs of the Han dynasty located in Shizhaishan, Jinning District, there are
some unearthed relics that are characterized by Inner Eurasian culture, especially the
so-called “Scythian-Siberian animal motifs,” which has attracted a remarkable amount of
attention in academia. The author not only analyzes the patterns on the unearthed relics
from the Shizhaishan culture but also compares them with those on the artifacts from
the same period of time in Central Asia, in the hope of clarifying the correlation between
Inner Eurasia and Yunnan in the Han dynasty from ethnic and cultural perspectives as
well as exploring the migratory interaction between Inner Eurasian nomads and early
Southwest China. Furthermore, it is also stated that there is a significant consistency in
some clothing and weapons of the Scythian-Saka, Hellenistic military equipment, and
Dian culture. Another possible Inner Eurasian feature is the “S”-shaped double-spiral
pattern that appeared frequently in the Dian culture. This kind of decoration may originate
in Southeast Europe, which later on spread to such places as the eastern Eurasian steppe,
Xinjiang, and Tibet, and eventually entered the Yunnan area along the edge of the Tibetan
Plateau. The author covers the possible paths of Inner Eurasian elements entering Yunnan
and provides an explanation of the origins of the Inner Eurasian factors in Shizhaishan
relics via comparative analysis of historical documents.

Keywords: Shizhaishan culture, Inner Eurasia, Hellenistic civilization, Kushan, “S”-shaped
double-spirals patterns, Yuezhi
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