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Exchange Between the Shimazu Clan of Satsuma Domain
and Qing Scholars: Taking the Preface and Poetry of the
“Sixteen Views of Kikakutei” as an Example”

*

Shen, Yu-hui ~

Abstract

The Satsuma Domain kept Ryukyu under strict control since it sent troops to the
islands in 1609. In the 1630s, when the Shogunate banned Catholicism and implemented
an isolationist foreign policy, Ryukyu turned out to be one of the main routes for Japan to
access Chinese knowledge and commodities. After Ryukyu dispatched a delegation to Edo
in 1634 and later established a suzerain-vassal relationship with the Qing dynasty, Ryukyu
become an intermediary between China and Japan. It should be noted that Satsuma,
despite monopolizing the Ryukyu route since the early-17t century, also resorted to the
Nagasaki route to engage in exchange with several Qing scholars. This development
might have been driven by the factors that Shogunate’s governance gravitated towards
the cultural policy since the late-17th century, that Japan’s understanding of the Qing
transformed since the 18th century, and that the Shogunate lifted some restrictions of
accessing foreign knowledge and technology. Certainly, the ramifications of Satsuma’s
domestic affairs should not be neglected. By looking into the case where Satsuma
exchanged with Qing scholars via Nagasaki and examining the above-mentioned historical
backdrop and Satsuma’s domestic factors, this study discusses the background, causes, and
significance of this historical event.

Keywords: Satsuma domain, Shimazu clan, Shimazu Shigehide, “Sixteen Views of
Kikakutei,” Nagasaki, Sino-Japanese cultural exchange
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