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Seizing Zheng Jinxin: A Pirate Event of 1710 and the
Various Motives of the Qing Emperor and His Officials”

o H K
Huang, Yo-wei

Abstract

The present study investigates the arrest of a pirate, Zheng Jinxin, by the Qing
dynasty court and analyzes how this case was elevated from an event of local coastal
looting to a matter of national importance. Zheng Jinxin was looting along the Shandong
coast in the 49th year of the Kangxi emperor’s reign (1710), and six months later he
was captured in Fujian. Previous studies have treated this matter as an ordinary pirate
case and mainly discuss the threat brought by Zheng Jinxin and the strategy adopted
by the government in response but without delving further into the process of how this
matter evolved. The present study consults such court archives as palace memorials and
Veritable Records of the Qing to reconstruct the developments of this case, showing how
the emperor, the Grand Secretariat, provincial officials, and local merchants all attempted
to gain the political opportunity they wished from Zheng Jinxin, their individual opinions
diverging and influencing the development of this case.

From the above, it should be noted that those in the Zheng Jinxin case who were
looting and capturing both belonged to the coastal trading network that had been
increasing steadily since the beginning of the Qing dynasty, though they obviously
belonged to different groups of commercial interests. And when there was a conflict of
interest between them, one side chose to report to the authorities in order to draw support
from government power, with the unintended consequence of having the bureaucracy of
breaching this gap. The burcaucrats thereupon attempted to use the Zheng Jinxin case
to defeat their own political adversaries. And the Kangxi emperor also took advantage
of it to overhaul the local bureaucracy and restrict its abuse of power. The Zheng Jinxin
case thus serves as a test case for historians to enter an overlapping fields of political and
maritime history and helps scholars to further reflect on the relationship between the Qing
government and maritime matters.

Keywords: Kangxi emperor, Zhang Boxing, Qing dynasty bureaucracy, maritime trade, early

modern .
(Translated by Donald E. Brix)
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