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Further Evidence for the Historical Event of the
“Tianlu Linlang” Collection of Rare Books"

Tseng, Chi-kang ™~

Abstract

The Qing dynasty palace library known as “Tianlu Linlang” (“Gems of Tianlu”)
represented the first time in the pre-modern history of Chinese book collection that took
the object of collecting specifically as rare books to form a special imperial holdings
focusing on cataloguing according to edition studies, connoisseurship, and artistic
appreciation. The present study is assisted by a variety of available archival documents
corroborated by examining actual surviving books to develop a related historical network
on the origins of collecting, scope and number of texts involved, inventorying and cross-
referencing, and derivatives of book collecting for Tianlu Linlang in an attempt to identify
and fill the gaps in its history.

First, the present study traces back to the original time and place of this special
collection of rare books, starting with the first lunar month of the Qianlong emperor’s first
reign year (1736). The Jiangxue (“Crimson Snow”) Pavilion in the imperial gardens was
renovated to serve as the special location for this collection of ancient rare books, which
were considered the equivalent of artworks worthy of appreciation and connoisseurship.
This was to represent the Qianlong emperor’s new organization of a special palace
collection and the beginning of the collecting and display layout for various kinds of
cultural artifacts at the court.

Next is an examination of the Imperially Commissioned Tianlu Linlang Catalogue
ordered by the Qianlong court that indicates there were actually a total of 430 books,
which differs by one from the 429 books officially recognized in the field. This is due to
the difficulty in using manuscript copies from the Qing Inner Court as originals during the
period of collation and the inability to consult copies of Imperially Commissioned Extracts
of the Complete Books of the Four Treasuries and Imperially Commissioned Complete
Books of the Four Treasuries transcribed around the same time to check and verify one by
one the differences in the number of volumes, cases, and books.

Then the study shows for the first time that, in the third and fourth lunar months of
1894 (20th year of the Guangxu reign), the complete process of when Hanlin academicians
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in the Southern Study were ordered by decree to do a complete inventory of all the
surviving, incomplete and uncatalogued books of the Tianlu Linlang in various palace
locations. And the contents of surviving inventory records can be used to cross-document
with the Imperially Commissioned Later Compilation of the Tianlu Linlang Catalogue
and even the original books themselves, which in turns helps to probe the time they went
missing and the actual condition of the rare books over the course of history.

Finally, the inventory conducted in the Guangxu reign actually results in the focus
of the imperial rare books special collection in the Zhaoren Palace of the Qianlong and
Jiaqing reigns shifting to the Yushu (Imperial) Study in the Jingyang Palace and the
presence of a “Fourth Series” of the Tianlu Linlang that had been rumored for more
than a century. Also, for this reason, new historical materials were discovered for further
correlation with actual surviving books, providing evidence for the re-imagining of
the new rare books special collections established in the Guangxu reign. Through the
preliminary investigation in the present study, it is hoped that scholars will continue to
research the Tianlu Linlang book collection and establish a new beginning for the study of
this heritage resource from various perspectives.

Keywords: Tianlu Linlang, 15t year of Qianlong, Jiangxue Pavilion, 20th year of Guangxu,
Jingyang Palace, Yushu study, fourth series of books

(Translated by Donald E. Brix)

*  Received: 28 June 2022; Accepted: 29 August 2022

**  Assistant Curator, Department of Painting, Calligraphy, Rare Books, and Historical Documents,
National Palace Museum
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