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Using the New Perspective of Writing Habits to
Re-examine the Textual Criticism of the Author of the
Bianmai Method”

Lin, Chih-yao™~, Yang, Su-tso™

Abstract

The Treatise on Cold Pathogenic Diseases (Shanghan zabing Iun) is considered as
the origin of Chinese medical guidelines, and it made an enormous contribution to Chinese
medicine. Although the Bianmai (differentiating pulse) method is the first chapter, it has
few examples of related research and annotation. Because of the criticism from Fang
Youzhi (Ming dynasty), most of the later scholars thought that the value of the Bianmai
method was limited and that the real editor was Wang Shuhe, and they often ignored this
first chapter of the book. After the Dunhuang manuscript was excavated, researchers found
that the content of this manuscript is similar to other Song dynasty versions of The Treatise
on Cold Pathogenic Diseases. Thus, the chapter on the Bianmai method is reconsidered
as the genuine text of Zhang Zhongjing. Although some scholars have doubted that
the style of the question-answer sentences is not Zhang Zhongjing’s writing habit, no
deeper research has probed its authenticity. Correlating with The Pulse Classic (Maijing),
we found that Wang Shuhe has three writing habits, such as the grouping of different
sentences with the same first word, duality in contiguous clauses, and the trend toward
orderly writing. Using these three writing modes to examine the clauses in the Bianmai
method, we could not find Wang’s consistent writing modes in the chapter. Due to this
finding, we tend to believe that Zhang Zhongjing is the true author of the Bianmai method.

Keywords: Bianmai method, The Treatise on Cold Pathogenic Diseases, author’s textual
research, Zhang Zhongjing, Wang Shuhe, writing habits
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