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Transplanting and Forming the Concept of “Fine Art” in
Early Japanese Colonial Taiwan: A Discussion Focusing
on Exposition and Official Exhibitions”

. o K3k
Chiu, Han-ni

Abstract

From such official exhibitions of the early Japanese colonial era in Taiwan as the
Promotion Exhibition, Commodities Fair, and Education Fair, along with the expositions that
were held in Japan, the present study collects and analyzes the information from these related
historical materials to examine how the concept of “fine art” was transplanted in Taiwan
through the institution of viewing expositions and to explore issues behind the appearance of
“fine art” within the context of these exhibits. The purpose behind officially held exhibitions
in Taiwan’s Japanese colonial period can generally be divided into two types, industrial
transfer and didactic education, with “fine art” appearing in both of these forms of display.

The present study focuses on the period between 1895 and 1926, because after 1927 with
the establishment of the Taiwan Fine Arts Exhibition, which became the premier exhibit after
each prefecture in Taiwan established school fine arts expositions, the “fine art” phenomenon
gradually became institutionalized. The concept of “fine art” also became restricted to
“painting” and “sculpture” under the influence of European notions of “fine art.” However,
upon examining the various official exhibitions held in the early Japanese colonial period, it
can be seen that the idea of so-called “fine art” was not restricted to the categories of painting
and sculpture but actually included a much wider range. Nevertheless, in the process of
formation and structuring, the idea of “fine art” that had been planted in Taiwan society lead
to its limiting at the same time. The crafts, calligraphy, and ink painting often displayed in
various official exhibitions were all removed from the institution of the fine arts exhibition,
leading to a blind spot in our knowledge of “Taiwan fine arts” that we have from the early
Japanese colonial period. Therefore, the present study attempts to break from this framework
of understanding and look from the perspective of exhibitions to provide a fuller account of
the transplant and development of “fine art” in early Japanese colonial Taiwan.

Keywords: exposition, Promotion Exhibition, Commodities Fair, Education Fair, fine art, fine arts
and crafts, Taiwan fine arts
(Translated by Donald E. Brix)
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