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The Value of the Old Japanese Transcripts of
Lun-yii Chi-chieh (Concentrated Expositions of the
Analects) from the Former Collection of the
Kuan-Hai Studio in the National Palace
Museum in Taiwan

Takahashi Satoshi
Institute of Oriental Classics
Keio University, Japan

Abstract

The value of the Kuan-Hai Studio collection of rare books in the National
Palace Museum in Taiwan is well known. However, an important part of the book
collection — the value of old Japanese transcripts, is rarely paid attention to. Their
quality exceeds our imagination. If we do not study this collection we will not be
able to understand the history of old transcripts. These old transcripts are transcripts
of documents from before the Muromachi period (1336-1573), i.e. probably from
before the sixteenth century. They are of extraordinary value for the study of
bibliography. Therefore we shall first determine the historical value of Chinese
classics circulated in Japan. Then we shall determine the value of the Kuan-Hai
Studio collection of rare books in the study of historical documents in order to open
up a new perspective for the study of historical documents. (Translated by Giinter
Whittome)

Keywords: Lun-yii Chi-chieh, old Japanese transcripts, Yang Shou-ching, circulation
of Chinese classics



