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Abstract

Before the adoption of modern, chapter-based academic history, the writings of

important scholars were used to outline the academic and intellectual history of a

dynasty, as well as those preceding it. The Ch’ing dynasty was no exception to this

pattern. In the Ch’ing, these compilations included such famous works as the Kuo-

ch’ao han-hsüeh shih-ch’eng-chi and Kuo-ch’ao hsüeh-an hsiao-shih. The focus of

these works was to provide readers with materials for study, while stressing the

importance of the editor’s contribution. However, the compilation of Kuo-shi: Ju-lin

Chuan, an important academic history of the Ch’ing dynasty, has long been

overlooked. Although scholarly research generally attributes this work to Juan Yüan,

no scholars have yet described its compilation and editing in sufficient detail. This

article will address these questions, utilizing original documents from the Ch’ing

imperial histories and other related documents to consider how Ch’ing scholars

approached the construction of Ch’ing intellectual history. It is hoped that this study

will allow scholars to better utilize Ch’ing compilations in their studies of Ch’ing

intellectual history. (Translated by Daniel Greenberg)

Keywords: Ch’ing Historiographer’s Office, Ju-lin Chuan, Juan Yüan, academic

history


