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“Hua-hsi (Western China) Jade”
Theorization and Research Prospects

Teng Shu-p’ing
Department of Antiquities
National Palace Museum

Abstract

Hua-hsi jade is a typological category that this author first articulated in 1993
on the basis of comparisons between jades transmitted in the Ch’ing court collection
and dispersed to Western museums in the early twentieth century, and those gathered
or excavated by Chinese archaeologists. At that time, the conceptualization of this
category differed significantly from mainstream opinion.

Subsequent years have seen new mineralogical analyses and archaeological
publications which, despite the breadth of the Hua-hsi region and scientific
inadequacy of some excavations, have nonetheless substantially increased the
relevant evidence. On the basis of this evidence, the author summarizes the present
state and predicts the future development of research on the topic of Hua-hsi jade.
She then proceeds to argue, on the basis of the mineralogical content, production
technique, typological development, and transmission of decorative motifs, that the
formation of stylistically distinctions between Western (Hua-hsi) and Eastern (Hua-
tung) Chinese jades in the late Neolithic was related to differences in natural
ecology.

Around the year 2000 B.C., for some still unknown reason, the archaeological
cultures of the upper and middle stretches of the Yellow River underwent a dramatic
change. Indigenous styles mixed with cultural influences from the east, typified by
large pi discs, ts'ung tubes, kuei tablets, knives, and linked pi discs, to create a
religious faith distinct to the loess plateau. The firm and austere jade ritual
implements and metal tools of the region facilitated significant social developments
which gradually brought about civilization and created a nation. (Translated by
Jeffrey Moser)

Keywords: late Neolithic, Hua-hsi, jade, spirit-ancestor designs of the Eastern I,
ecology
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