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Taiwan Indigenes in the Campaign against Lin 
Shuang-wen during the Qing Period

Ho Meng-hou
National Museum of Prehistory

Abstract

Under the reign of Qing Dynasty, the Campaign against Lin Shuang-wen is 
one of the largest popular uprisings in Taiwan. The incident broke out and spread 
to the northern and southern Taiwan. The affected areas included Hsinchu, Miaoli, 
Taichung, Changhua, Nantou, Yunlin, Chiayi, Tainan, Kaohsiung and Pingtung of 
the western Taiwan. The rebels originated from southern Taiwan even stretched out 
to the east. Taiwan as a whole was affected by the revolt and it took several years 
for the Qing Dynasty to tranquilize the uprising. This event was a shock to the 
court. Some heavy weight governors were dispatched to Taiwan to act as supervisors 
whereas elite troops were also sent to eliminate the war. Despite the emperor was 
far away in the capital, he had to personally give military instructions, which was 
clearly documented in the Qing Archives. According to what was defined, the 
Campaign against Lin Shuang-wen was referred to the clashes between the rulers 
of the Qing Dynasty and the Chinese descendents whose forefathers migrated from 
Fujian Province and Guangdong Province in China. However, the local indigenes in 
Taiwan were rarely mentioned. This essay is aimed to analyze and explore the role 
that the aboriginal played in the Campaign against Lin Shuang-wen. The focus will 
be centered on the attitude that the indigenes took towards the foreign powers in the 
event and their historical orientation in the event. In addition, as a ruler, how the 
Qing government recognized and interacted with the indigenes before and after the 
event will be explored. Through detailed analysis, elaboration and discussion of the 
historical documentation of the Archives, this paper is purposed to present historical 
fact that had less received the attention it deserved.

Keywords: Qing Dynasty, Campaign against Lin Shuang-wen, Taiwan Indigenes, 
Raw savages, cooked savages, portraying the Pacification of the 
Rebellion of Lin Shuang-wen, Qianlong
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