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On Another Use of the Character “tuft”
in Oracle Bone Inscriptions

Tsai Che-mao
Institute of History and Philology
Academia Sinica

Abstract

In oracle bone inscriptions (OB) the character “tafi£” is found under a variety of
shapes. Since Ye Yusen identified it in OB inscriptions, scholars in the field
generally agree with him that there is no variant of the graph. But Li Minling in her
thesis “A Study of the Structural Shapes of OB Inscriptions” suggested that the two
components of the character “ta {&”, namely the graphs “ti 1" and “zhi II:”, could be
written upside down. This variant of the character “tafE&”, linked to illnesses.

These two OB inscriptions express a hope for full recovering from illness.
Because Yang Xiong mentions in his Fangyan that the character “chif&” can be used
to mean full recovering from illness, the present study shows that in OB inscriptions
the character “ta fi£”, when used to express full recovering from illness, should be

read as “chu[&”.

Keywords: OB inscriptions, Fangyan
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