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An Examination of Ssu-k’u Ch’iian-shu Tsung-mu on
the Basis of Modern Economic Theories

Yang Chin-lung
Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy
Academia Sinica

Abstract

This essay explicates the meaning of Ssu-k'u Ch'tian-shu Tsung-mu, both its
function and value, on the assumption that the phenomena involving the act of
choice are the concerns of economics. In the light of such a study, it is hoped, those
coming from non-Chinese studies could better and further understand traditional
Chinese culture and scholarship. My discussion first explores the possibility of
studying traditional Chinese scholarship with concepts from economics. It then
moves to argue that, as being illuminated by relevant ideas of economics, the
Confucian word, “I (righteousness)” has the meaning of people’s common interest,
Ssu-k'u Ch lian-shu Tsung-mu was selling official ethico-educational ideologies, and
the Long Tail theory helps explain why the books banned by the government
censorship have survived to this day. In conclusion, so far as the study of Ssu-k'u
Chlian-shu Tsung-mu and traditional scholarship is concerned, this study offers
actual answers, expands the vision, directs approaches, as well as cultivates the
ability in interdisciplinary integration.

Keywords: economics, canon studies, traditional Chinese scholarship, Ssu-k 'u Ch iian-
shu Tsung-mu, the Long Tail theory
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