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An Evidential Study of the Extant Six Printed Copies
of Wang Yingming's Chongke Litiluein 1646

Hsu Kuang-tai
Center for General Education/Institute of History
National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

From 1612 to 1646 Wang Yingming's Li ti lue underwent three-stage development.
In May of 1646, his son Wang Yang went on an inspection tour in Changshu and
influenced Mao Fungbao, the owner of Jiguge, to reprint Li ti lue. It was done hurriedly
within several days by a division of labor. There exists at least six extant copies to this

day.

In this paper the author aims at making an evidential study of those six extant copies.
Based upon the analysis of ten prefaces, a postscript, and the contents of six extant printed
copies of Wang Yingming's Chongke Li ti lue, as well as the distribution of ten prefaces
and a postscript in them, the author finds that the copy in the National Central Library in
Taipel is the earliest copy, and one in the Shanghai Library revised by Wang Yang in the
Mid-Autumn Festival of 1646 isthe most recent, others are variations done by Wang Y ang
or other literati who participated in the Chongke Li ti lue. Thus, it showsthat if Chongke Li
ti lue is an exception in the history of printing in the Jiguge, the extant six printed copies
are the exception to the exception.

Key words: Wang Yingming, Jiguge, Chongke Li Ti Lue, rare book study, evidential
study of rare book
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