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Zhang Jizhi and His Large Script

Fu Shen
Graduate Institute of Art History
National Taiwan University

Abstract

Zhang Jizhi(1186-1266) was a major calligrapher of the late Southern Song who
is ranked together with Lu You, Fan Chengda, and Zhu Xi as one of the four Masters
of the Southern Song. In 1976 and 1983, I previously published separate studies
of his medium-sized standard script calligraphy. As an addendum to those earlier
studies, this paper focuses on Zhang’s large-sized standard-running script and related
questions.

First, the paper returns to my earlier discussion of the Siramgama Siitra album
with a purported inscription by Bai Juyi in the collection of the National Palace
Museum. In my earlier work, I used stylistic comparisons of the calligraphy to
demonstrate that the inscription as Bai Juyi was a later forgery. Years ago a series of
younger scholars and I made several further discoveries among late Ming documents
that not only corroborated my original conclusion but also demonstrated when and by

whom the inscription was forged.

Histories of calligraphy regularly say of Zhang Jizhi that “the people of the Jin
dynasty treasured his calligraphy” and that “the people of the Jin dynasty... offered
gold ingots in exchange.” As a footnote to the main essay, I examine the relationship
between Zhang Jizhi, the people of the Jin, and his Song contemporaries.

The paper also briefly examine the way in which Zhang Jizhi inherited his
calligraphic style from his clan, particular the early Southern Song calligrapher
Zhang Xiaobo and his famous uncle.

Attention then turns to the primary discussion of Zhang’s large and dedicatory
plaque characters. For large characters, I focus on original handscrolls featuring
lines of two or three characters, making comparative judgments of their quality and
authenticity.

There are no examples of Zhang’s plaque writings in China, while those that
were transmitted to China are frequently mixed with the work of the Zen master
Fojian (Wuzhun Shifan, 1178-1249). The opinions of Japanese scholars on the matter
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are inconsistent, which suggests that it is impossible to reach a definitive conclusion
on the basis of the documentary evidence. Accordingly, I use stylistic analysis to
organize this body of work into two large categories. The first set of works, of
forceful and severe demeanor, can be clearly attributed to Zhang Jizhi. The second,
having a somewhat more elegant and winsome manner, amy seem attributable to
Wuzhun Shifan on the basis of documentary evidence and seals, but when compared
to signed and reliable examples of sermons, hymns, letters, and painting inscriptions,
are difficult to identify as the products of Fojian’s hand.

Keywords: Zhang Jizhi, Bai Juyi, Zhu dian, large script, dedicatory plaque characters,
Wuzhun Shifan, Shengyi Guoshi
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