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Interconnection Historical Memory, Shaping a
Clan Tradition: Lou Yue and his Kinsmen’s
Art Collection and Publishing

Huang Kuan-chung
Center for General Education
Chang Geng University

Abstract

Since ancient times, works of art have manifested culture, and their appreciation
and collection has served as a medium for encouraging human interaction. For
prominent official families, the collection of art and the appreciation of painting
and calligraphy was a way of differentiation themselves from other families whose
members also served in office. Thus activity in the arts became a way for individuals
and families to pursue status beyond political position and social influence.

The present essay offers a case study of the famous mid-Southern Song
official Lou Yue, whose collected writings, entitled the Gongkui Ji, contain
abundant references to art. I discuss Lou Yue’s ability as a connoisseur of painting
and calligraphy, his cultivation as a man of culture, and his personal interest in
reexamining the historical transmission and scholarly significance of artifacts.
Secondly, I argue that, in the course of the development of Lou clan, the collection
and criticism of painting, calligraphy, rubbings and the letters of famous individuals
by members of the Lou family reveal how literati families pursued engagement with
the arts after and in addition to achieving success in office-holding. At the same time,
I examine how Lou’s systematic collecting at each stage in his career, organization
of the collection of his forebears in conjunction with his reconstruction of the family
home, pursuit of the commemorative plaques at the shrines to generate historical
memory and family tradition, and thereby elevate the social status of the Lou clan.
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