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The Market of Publishing and the Circulation

Area in the Southern Song Period: A Study on

Publishing of Books for Imperial Examination
and Treatises of Medicine

Hsu Yuan-ting
Department of Rare Books and Documents
National Palace Museum

Abstract

The Song dynasty is considered a weakened regime after moving to the South,
but the studies of Southern Song history demonstrate its unprecedented vitality on
culture and arts. While the foreign troops ruined the North that caused political chaos
and economic depression, the development in the South was relatively steady, and
thus the Southern Song later even played the leading role in culture. It is undoubted
that the region of Liangzhelu, where the capital Lin’an was, was especially the
heart of economy and culture of the Southern Song. The credit for the prosperity of
literature and art and the activity of academic thoughts had to go to the use of paper
and the high development of printing technologies. Furthermore, knowledge was
no longer limited to a few people owing to the popularity of publishing, and hence
a culturally prosperous Song dynasty was formed. If culture is the foundation to
advance the development of nations and societies, publishing and printing enterprise
that closely relates to cultural policies is a significant criterion for examining it.

Studies on publishing in the Southern Song often discuss issues of editions,
collation, contents, binding, and so forth. Recently, with the influences and strikes
of the trend of new cultural history, scholars start to study issues on publishing of
the Southern Song from diverse angles. For instance, they discuss the development
of woodblock printing industries from the angle of history of commerce, the spread
and circulation of Song books based on communication studies, and issues on books,
intellectual circles, regional communities, and awareness of copyright from the
perspectives of social history.

Based on the achievements of early scholarship, hence, the present paper,
by using both records in anthologies and bibliographies, examines the publishing
situation of the Song dynasty based on the studies of editions and reviews textual
sources on publishing, including historical and literary writings, reading notes by



138 The National Palace Museum Research Quarterly 28:3 (2011)

literati, the Manuscript of Song Compendium, and the Complete Prose of the Song.
Among all, two specific types of books, namely, books for imperial examination and
treatises of medicine, more in quantity, are selected in this research to discuss the
relationship between the locations and markets of publishing in the Southern Song

period and its related issues.

Keywords: Southern Song dynasty, culture of publishing, circulation of books, books

for imperial examination, treatises of medicine
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