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The Culture of Decoration During the Pingcheng

Period of the Northern Wei Dynasty: A Discussion

Arising from a Bronze Hu in the Collection of the
National Palace Museum

Lin Sheng-chih
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica

Abstract

This paper takes a bronze hu vessel in the collection of the National Palace
Museum as an example for observing and discussing Sanyan elements in the culture
of decoration during the Pingcheng period of the Northern Wei dynasty. Comparison
of the shape, decoration, and style of the vessel in this study leads to the suggestion
that productions by craftsmen in the Northern Yan area during the period between 415
(the tomb date of Feng Sufu) and 484 (the tomb date of Sima Jinlong), but probably
in the middle of the fifth century, witnessed a transition from the Northern Yan to the
Northern Wei. During the rule of the Dowager Empress Feng, the decorative culture of
Sanyan was reestablished in her reign and given new political meaning. It was seen as
intimately related to the manifestation of imperial authority and served as a key stage in
the development of decorative culture during the Pingcheng period in the Northern Wei
dynasty. Over time, the study of this vessel’s significance will take on a new level of
historical meaning.

Keywords: Decorative culture, Northern Wei, Sanyan, Dowager Empress Feng, bronze
hu, Umehara Sueji



198 WeRmEr F=F=F£% 0

1 APSkIeadnE B L EE IR Bl 2 oAbk SR AG A4 R 4R B
RAMRRE  (BBER DRSS E - BT D WA MR ARG CRE] R D 4R 45 R
RIS IAE L 2T B 2 - MEOREEILGSE L AT

#) #HE 3

|

\ ]

B3 Bambgi (E)FE (£) £HE
A MR RS - CRBIER DR B E - 5 DRI E L 2ET46) 3 4



L30T IR 04 A sk - B SR E M R R 0 — 4 e ke 199

Bs AmbH (F) & (£) &l RFEMRE &L



200 MeBmEr H=F=%% M

B6 AEREILEAE R B LT IR B 7 AbERiEibsdA s RIER LKA
RaMRRE  (BEFROREHE - REFO R SRMERE &R

FEIR ISR L 2 A ) B 2

tl!)ln

B8 RAeRRENE BEHLZLZKFLF (415)
hEBERE RA (ZHEXWHES (B RER))
82

B9 RAeERPINEHME WA (XH) 1973F38° F6



b AR T R A HA 6 AT AL ¢ B S B0 A B R A — 4R 4R ke 201

B 10 42R4AEHME TEH S RAEEL B 11 A F4RsE 5 4k ok ir 35 IM315
e (FHE2m) 1976 F28 0 A 77 Mg (= (BAZER)) F 83

B 12 4Akedr Ry RI BEHAGAT B 13 4RI EGOFRME REHRGLEEEAE L
#+—% 88MI1 I A China Dawn of a A (X)) 1994 - 118 > & 20

Golden Age, 200-750 A.D, 125



Bl 14 4Re43LEi5alaaE B3 XSG Bl 15 ZeslhAfiefaE 85k E R
Bomdk A (W) 1994 4118 0 F 20 [IM275 3 A (=&t (B ARER))
"7

. b
FF'\T'" f

B 16 R4e#IUNAEREN (RG) 4R E B 17 ArBRIiL&sRE MAERTRALNE

HE L FRIR IM275 X A (=% FHERAMRRE - CREFROREXEE - BEOD
XA (B ASEMR)) 7 72 R EIEIAE L 246 ) 61 3

B 18 RA4EILAEB RS RE REIL SRR IMI96 X Ry (FH2R)
2004 2 #9 B 232



A3 IR AFH 6 B A AL ¢ vl B S HE 1 A B R A — PR 4R ke 203

B19 Armott = (369) &REHESRME REER 20 FHeEH REHMEEMIE RE (&
Wehtei A (XH) 1972 F 6 47 - A 37 i (B AZER)) - 39

3
/)

B 22 #MARIETSE (435) LBREWHEEEE X7

E 33
I JbEE LA APER IRA (X4) 2006 F 10 H7 -

" 16

2

B 21 =% vwibBoFRXALARE W@EgkRk B23 KFETREZRLMEETEL GUAETE &
Wl (AR —— % bR TR ) - WA (Xi) 2011 128 > 7 23

" 24




B 24 KFEgEsRbAEEE HUAETE AR B 25 4Rrpth  KFME KiE M6 £
g (X4m) 2011 F 1247 - & 24 A (X)) 2006 1040+ & 62

B 26 ik BREZAR  EFH KFEREHE LEEHRK B 27 ki BMEFA KFESHE L @R
B A China Dawn of a Golden Age, 200-750 A.D, 163 B A China Dawn of a Golden Age, 200-750 A.D, 163



Jb 40T IR AR 09 A AR UL W B S A PR R — e e sk e 205

28 ReSEILE Y MR E R F G IEA 29 A& TRERME KR @FLIMRE

A (X)) 1994 4 1184 » ' 21 BE (#\HFE) 1996 5141 > & 64

B30 dbik ZR4dAnrth KRB GIE - B3l LEXRERLE SHUE WERE
Ba (FH) 1983 F 118 0 B4 we (FRLEE: TALE=) B 45



206 W BmER F=F=£%—0

B 32 RAeNHLEE KRB RLB—IFE B 33 b KRFeAF (484) LWEKEEHLEREERFE

E (X)) 2004 F 128 0 H 29 LEE b LR Ra (LEtsR) - 8
70

34 BT EURm FEEMN 2R KRR B 35 &Y aURm R IR 2 KR
I A Silla: Korea's Golden Kingdom, 90 I Silla: Korea's Golden Kingdom, 90



L30T IR 04 A sk - B SR E M R R 0 — 4 e ke 207

B 36 RAeBGME KRZEBEAIER KA (FF) 1986 F3 40 7 245

B 38 AR HBEGAE A (MEMEEgAE) 732



208 WeRmEr F=F=F£% 0

39 &S P ENERERERF (506) %
A (FEAELAFRICBT 2Lty y—DHFR) B 51

s
—8
g

B 40 A -AFRLEBRREL LRI SE WE (RELm) ERSS



209

B4l =& SREaEsamE ESARERSAa A (ARLS —F B EES

B 42 deHikde ARRSRE ey FARKALEERR RA (BRLBELE L) 4
A2 E R



210

— — e = = B
s L CF N ooy @ :
} . ot TRRE: VS :u:“h ﬁiw””%"ﬂ = ‘{ :

WEEt R PANE By — 2

Bl 43 — NS EMRAGPTEBE R RER A
& HH

B 45 2 sl — AN EHRR RS
R SRR & A

B 44 AL B REURARY A

;
(
.bd
A
§
{

AR 1

N —

B 46 #& HaE RAMRERE - CEREBIRR DS
- MEFOREELLLE L LT B 4



