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Cure of Wound: Changes in the Treatment of Tetanus
in Traditional Chinese Medicine Books

Wu, Chin-fang
Department of History,
Tunghai University

Abstract

Tetanus is listed as an official infection today, but the death probability of tetanus
has been declined since governments appeal young children for vaccination and
propagate prevention and treatments after injury, and people pay attention to public
environment and personal hygiene. However, the term “tetanus” and its concepts did
not appear after the Western medicine came to Chinese in modern. Generally speaking,
the term “tetanus” has been recorded in medicine books of the Song dynasty, and used
more commonly in the Ming and Qing dynasty, such as the descriptions of deaths due to
tetanus in novels or criminal cases, and the discussions of tetanus remedies in medicine
books. How does the term "tetanus" appear? What are the cases and treatments
involved? In this regard, this paper attempts to analyze the ancient medicine books and
popular prescription books to study concepts, cases and remedies of tetanus recorded in
traditional Chinese medicine books and these evolutions along with time.

Keywords: medicine books, prescription books, tetanus, vulnerary






