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a slightly heavy-handed copy.” #bitiZ A # 22y « f, Celia Carrington Riely, “Tung Ch’i-chang’s
Life(1555-1636): The Interplay of Politics and Art” (PhD diss., Harvard University, 1995), 207. 2.7
RITE R AT R F 0 43 ¢ “That the Shanghai painting is a copy there can be no doubt...... And
one is forced, reluctantly, to conclude that the Taipei painting is a copy too.” . Celia Carrington Riely,
“The Two Versions of Dong Qichang’s River in Mist and Piled Peaks and the Impact of High-Resolution
Photography on the Question of Authenticity,” 313. &4 ¥ > & ZB455]32 %] . “Since both editions
of the Rongtai ji %% % were published during Dong’s lifetime, we can be absolutely certain that
Dong did indeed paint a painting with the colophon that now appears on Taipei and Shanghai scrolls.
At least one of these scrolls is a copy, since it is axiomatic that Dong would never have reproduced his
own work complete with an identical colophon.” S Celia Carrington Riely, “The Two Versions of
Dong Qichang’s River in Mist and Piled Peaks and the Impact of High-Resolution Photography on the
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26 FEMELEER £ RE LS RAKIL E TR 0 43R 0 “The Placement of the colophon on
the two versions, however, is quite different. On the Taipei scroll, the painting begins immediately
after the Su Shi poem, and since there is no space for a colophon at the end of the scroll, where the
cliff rises to the full height of the painting...... On the Shanghai scroll, on the other hand, the colophon
occupies a space between the poem and the beginning of the painting, so that the lines of the colophon
are almost double the length of the lines of the Taipei colophon, and are only slightly shorter than those
of the poem.” 4 #.3%.% . “In contrast, the placement of the colophon on the Shanghai scroll is
problematic. It is hard to imagine Dong leaving a space for a colophon not yet written......" L Celia
Carrington Riely, “The Two Versions of Dong Qichang’s River in Mist and Piled Peaks and the Impact
of High-Resolution Photography on the Question of Authenticity,” 272-274
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The Signification of Scroll of a River in Mist and Piled
Peaks by Dong Qichang

Sun, Ming-dao
Art Magazine, China Artists Association

Abstract

The calligraphy and painting around the Scroll of a River in Mist and Piled Peaks
(Yanjiang diezhang tu) is noteworthy in the world of Dong Qichang’s (1555-1636) art. On
the one hand, as an influential connoisseur and an artist skilled at innovating by taking
lessons from history, Dong Qichang always attempted to establish a connection with the
ancients and their works through his artistic practice. On the other hand, as a government
official in the center of the political whirlwinds in the late Ming Dynasty, Dong Qichang,
unlike his friends’ bragging comments, could not fully escape from the emotions about
political gains and losses. As an art event that links with Su Shi (1037-1101), Wang Shen
(ca. 1048-ca. 1104) and Wang Dingguo (ca. 1048-ca. 1117), Yanjiang diezhang tu reveals
Dong’s political background and artistic attitudes, to which importance is to be attached.
In such a special period in history, Dong Qichang made active connections with related
aspects of art history and political history through his continuous creation of calligraphy
and painting around the Yanjiang diezhang tu work, and thus through them he was able to
express his personal feelings.

Keywords: Dong Qichang, Yanjiang diezhang tu, Jihai Jingcha, signification, enacted
biography, Su Shi, Wang Shen
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