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Reinvestigating the Inscriptions on the Chen-man
Bronze Vessels of the Qi State

Chang, Yu-wei

The Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University

Abstract

There are two existing Chen-man bronze vessels of the Qi state in the Shanghai
Museum and National Palace Museum (Taipei) collections. It is intriguing that the
inscriptions on the two vessels differ slightly from each other. On the vessel at the
Shanghai Museum, the last word in each of the first three lines was arranged in the
opposite stroke order. Scholars have tried to identify the correct text from various
angles such as character form, semantics, or even casting procedure, and most of them
regard the inscription on the one at the Shanghai Museum as error-free. Reviewing the
published literature on this issue, this paper has found that scholars basically confirmed
the correctness of the text according to the character forms and semantics. Treating the
character “Zﬁ” as the point of departure, this paper suggests that it is actually a variant
of yi/ (#%) in the Warring States period. Then this paper collates the character’s formal
evolution from the Spring and Autumn period to the Warring States period, and punctuates
the inscription as follows: “zhahuangkdoxianshiiféenyi, yongbaoyongfi.” Moreover,
this paper explains the syntax of the sentence “buginpankang” according to the newly
published textual interpretations. From these research findings, this paper concludes that
the inscription engraved in the normal stroke order on the Chen-man bronze vessel at the
National Palace Museum is also textually correct.

Keywords: Chen-man bronze vessels of the Qi state, yi G%), y/ (5%), pan (%)
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