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Collecting of Ancient Paintings in Late-Ming
Suzhou as Seen in Baohui lu

Kao, Ming-Yi
School of Fine Arts, Taipei National University of the Arts

Abstract

Although the ancient landscape paintings collected in Suzhou by Zhang Taijie
in his catalogue entitled Baohui lu (Records of Precious Paintings) published during
the Chongzhen reign in the late Ming dynasty were fakes, they nonetheless reflect the
demand for collecting ancient paintings in late-Ming Suzhou. The imaginary inscriptions
of the Yuan dynasty and famous Suzhou figures in his book especially emphasize Wen
Zhengming, indicating his lasting reputation as a connoisseur by using Wen’s inscriptions
as testimony to the authenticity of paintings in the book. At the time, the connoisseurial
status of Dong Qichang in Songjiang had already surpassed Suzhou, and the historical
high point in collecting and connoisseurship tradition established in Baohui lu continued
to focus on Suzhou to highlight the collecting advantages of that area. Furthermore, the
number of fakes in the book by dynasty were mostly Yuan, which relates to the earliest
trend in collecting Yuan dynasty landscape paintings in Suzhou. Although Baohui lu
changed the wording of Dong Qichang’s inscription for Wang Wei’s “Snow over Rivers
and Mountains” and became part of Wang Ao’s collection in Suzhou, no influence of
Dong is evident anywhere in the book. The influence of Baohui lu after it was written
can perhaps be seen in the collection of the National Palace Museum with the method of
inscription for “Light Snow on a Fishing Village,” a fake attributed to Wang Shen done in
the early Kangxi reign.

Keywords: fakes, Suzhou, Wen Zhengming, inscriptions and colophons, Yuan dynasty
landscapes, Dong Qichang

(Translated by Donald E. Brix)



WEEsER S AES B

166

e i

WG AT AR § k03 AN
%@Waﬁu%ﬁ%i bé,”%@_
1@%@%@4{ AR u,.a/mu_

ﬁé%‘.i% f%%ﬁ
ﬁw%,@%@@ A o

Bl 4 AN R AR ,,ﬁwu

%%@%%%@@%ﬁ
S ﬁ#x&ﬁ%;@&. nw\.\

D o]

RS AR

ERORVEECE £
__.,.,,”,J ATNE = B A A vl Sedag
@A |
RS RS Y

MR ﬁ%yl%%%ﬁ;{@ @ﬁ

m..w .ﬁ.ﬁﬁﬂﬂd%)@%mﬂﬂ
a B

LB

ﬁﬁ%@%ﬂ%% &

RS (1633)  TRAMIE EREE (TAH%KH) EH - RH

1



167

ELiE

CFAsk) PTR B BRI 0y &

%@%w.z% B ﬁﬁ%{&ﬁ
mumw..,iaz et .@a}ﬂ «w&@% i

(IAER4) HH - RH

2R (1632)  BRAEMEIR

& 2-1 B



FHEE

wERWEH B

168

b jmaat. AR [t A0 A A AR A

2HASF (1632) TRAMEIEEZ (A4 KM

i

g 2-2



CF4sk) PR MR BA 2R 00 84 & 5 I 169

B3 8 EsFHf (1540)  E - &5 RBAE EX LR EEMEER

B4 8 Esdwt—4 (1562) X% APMEAL FAELRETEmRLeaR



170 W AT

PR Y I

| |7 |
eI
;&I;ﬁ.@nﬁ:
7 e A [ A
e
s

i

% 3!

l"—“‘: 3-
gt
LS
%4 |6-$
L EI I
iE: 3 iﬂa-t
+ & er oy
i v bk
23] Ex |rE
iy &=
E Hito FU-J
L= iy =

B 51 8 EEEN Rt AL EAR - Bo6 THMaAMKEEER, EA
LS B LR w R R = B | Ep

52 % EEEN

Fedd= LfEAR - BEEAER B S w IR



CEEINVE T UIEE DT 171

B 53 B EBERH Bl BLAS - BOKIER OB S TSR

B 5-4 P BERE bis 3L - SPRE B IR T R



172 ME R ET R tRER M

7 M mMak REFTE O BFW A ZRRMHAE

B8 Hak wx& HidgEE BT Y W EARMEE



CEEINVE T UIEE DT 173

r .":'- _E:..-
| 4

o =

] et
L B
NIF FE
HE lip = |
L‘ aen| A
= E§|

| E%%]
i Bals

B9 "TERZXDINFEE  MARKZHY B 11 #F EEREwFiLE (1710) %
B LR - M S E L R
B S 30w A I

B10 T KELH (1303) HMHEE Fiohe BT EmRR



174 ME R ET R tRER M

B12 3| RE=4 (1623) wtx BI13 n© ExALF (1339) il HKhEps
RELZR BLRTHHIRR £ B RAR O AR A 45 R



CF4sk) PR MR EA 2R 00 09 & B d0iR 175

B 14 kR FH O EAINT BHIRTHESRR

B 15 #AaGHRERATHHRGHR
IR E OBADNE RE BEaRTHMRR



176 ME2iEF HZFEF B

B16 MR Edk BRKTE RLAH W RARNEAE

17 :lbﬁl"\ i%ft /:ﬁ*j‘ll\ "1;’;@ jb%éirg.fg}#h%;ﬁi



177

ELiE

(CHGsk) prRsRi A skmeg &

Yo Laa BB AT LM AN I ES T~ E
Bl w R B P E ARl I L Tt )
ﬂ#ﬂ.. R B B R E R Sy oy
o ek TR 2R Y W e B v N K I SF g
_.mn._n.n R LM & i AR A5 WS E
HE w20 3 Rl TRt AR A E R A
T g o T B o e AR R e & e

o

BT B e ot [ el

ERER S £ & BT N TS RE Rt 2t
AT R AT R e R st B Sk
ARt S (R R e A NS e R
2w B oo A e E Al ﬂ.ﬂa&ﬁﬁ:.ﬁi&ﬂ.
HamEdw it T ARl R

B

REFREE T Tk
AT NE | AT B

kR Ek
T T WY T

BT

Bl 18

Bk bR T A I

P

AT T E

+ L4 (1700)

BB =
R I

ey
/A

(o))
—
]

TR BRI R AR AR
R & HRRIE
Jey B
R AT

Ep

bR HFE
FAR ST

5 20



