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Re-examining Toushi: Sahari Bronze of Northern and
Southern Dynasties and Its Origin”

Chang, Kun-Lin"*

Abstract

The earliest known record of tou/toushi appeared in Buddhist texts from Three
Kingdoms period (222-280). Following textual records from the Ming period (1368-1644),
tou/toushi was widely accepted as brass, an alloy of copper and zinc. This study argues
that the tou/toushi in texts from medieval China (220-907) may as well refer to sahari
bronze, a type of high-tin bronze.

This study begins by reviewing literature and related texts, and then presents brass
artifacts from archaeological findings in China and collections in Japan. The third part
focuses on metalcraft of West Asia. The author points out that the opinion of Chinese
brass production being under the influence of technical transmission from Iran should be
retained, and brass and bronze artifacts are in fact often confused with each other. In the
fourth part, two bronze products from the Korean peninsula, bronze bell “fou bell” and
high-tin bronze “fou ware,” are introduced. Both products are bronze yet termed as tou,
and they reveal strong ties with the Southern Dynasties (420-589) of China. Finally, the
author reinterprets tou/toushi in medieval texts on the basis of sahari bronze artifact of
the Northern and Southern Dynasties and explores aspects of cultural exchange about this
particular metalcraft.

Keywords: fou, toushi, brass, high-tin bronze, sahari bronze
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