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A Study on the Bronze Pan (Plate) Vessel from Early Shang”

Su, Rong-yu**

Abstract

For a long time, the bronze pan has been a type of vessel neglected by scholars, especially
the ones from early Shang period dated prior to Anyang. This is a study that consists of twenty-
seven pieces of early Shang bronze pan vessels, some of which were excavated while others were
handed down. Based on reliable unearthed samples, this study specifies the stylistic characteristics
of pan in its primary stage, namely the early Shang period. These pieces either have a plain
body or are only decorated with string or band motif while the ring foot also either stays flat or
only has a string motif. Successively, this study defines the features of pan from early Anyang,
including having motif bands both on the exterior of the body as well as the ring foot; meanwhile,
the interior of the vessel is also fully decorated. In addition, the motif maintains a plane with no
high-relief patterns. Thus, it is settled that the growing luxuriance of motifs is the evolutionary
tendency of Shang bronze pan vessels. Accordingly, twenty examples of pan belong to mid-
Shang period, the main feature of which is the decoration on the interior of the vessel. The motif
on the interior also suggests certain development, from the whirl to the whirl with fish, or turtle
with fish. Aside from that, the fish also reflects a developing process from three to six and being
accompanied by birds.

The sequence that built by stylistic analysis manifests firstly the rationality and the necessity
of the concept of mid-Shang period which arises with the excavation of Huanbei Shangcheng.
Secondly, it challenges the method of estimating the date of bronzes by subjective instinct or
being based on a certain trait. Thirdly, from a technical analysis, it is explicit that though the
shape and decoration could be rather simple, the craftsmanship reflects minor differences. Such
a conclusion even applies to pan vessels from the same period and provenance, implying that
craftsmen would not want vessels to be identical. It also suggests that the theory of multiple
bronze casting locations is an oversimplification or even a conjecture. Fourthly, the analysis of
motifs reveal that certain vessel forms correspond to some specific motifs. The whirl and the turtle
are interchangeable; therefore, the whirl has a certain connection with water and it should not
be considered as fire. In addition, the epistemology and methodology of bronze studies are also
involved in the discussions.

Keywords: Shang bronze vessels, bronze pan vessels, early Shang, mid-Shang, late Shang, motif,
casting technique, casting provenance

*  Received: 18 April 2022; Accepted: 29 July 2022
** Retired Research Fellow Institute for History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences



AT HA 4R AR AT R )

B e R B12 & RN s

o IS |

¢ 5444}
——

B2 o R




54 Wi R FwtES =H

32 FBRUE SRR AR AR 33 FREREBEXEA




AT HA 4R AR AT R )

B 42 FRWE—-RRAES G Bl 43 2 Re%— AR

B 44 FRESFEBEIRANL Gas e x

B 51 FARIRTEE—



A

Y
e =7

Fvm -+ 5

56

& 6.1

E—H

»

ok
¥

T

2

& 5.2

B 62 BIRTHEE LN



AT HA 4R AR AT R )

S

B 7.0 s M232 4 R2073 4219

B 9.0 ] a4 M5 853 Ts menn

B 92 JiFiiEN&dhiish 101 SRR E M M259A



58 Wi R FwtES =H

11.1  3REFESA KIE B —

B 112 KyE B8 — K a4 b B 12 mEFEBRERE -

13.1 BRI H






60 MR EF FwtEE =i

B 154 ARERAESM R 162 FARPAE M A2 S AF

1] 3.8cm
A

B 16.1 EARPAELLE



61

G

Jié:

mardn F4ad

b B AE P B S

& 21.2

v
2 ¥
4 &
& &
& =
i .
% OE
*
H
1
4
s i el
_
_
I ]
RELPEir |l cod | Lprwd 2 o
AP RAL#{E | ooy ERe iRy | = = Y
Hmv.mwmwu,ﬁnmﬁﬁﬂ_ @ LAY DL ST AL L
AW EEREV R v ey | B WAL PSR AT oY SHEY | =
S @k TR ) I g e X % 1 888 o] 81 B 1) 42 L e o AN K %
FeInHER A LI RNENE | T A i WY vlaaedy) A RER | & Ce au
&%&m%iklﬁﬂ.&&ﬁ%ﬁﬂki Aol {«%*_uﬁﬁ.ﬁ*ﬂk raﬂi%am%i?i 1l PVREAFISEdPulea @
TR TN A LA LR SR Y .m..a__.»..m.ﬁ ._;RAJ €Y ww.{“m%tﬁ (LB ulenl By rds
TEEE LW T KO EHLN L | = ¥ . %
AREREEE o LAy -

[ 19




&)

-

B 222 & &0%

§ oK) B N E Gy ko & B

Bl 223 & SAE N B AR [ 23.1 Hoyt %



AT AT R 63

B 241 JbRiRiEAg B 242 JLRIREHENEL EL

B 25.1 Bl RiGpeEsE Sk B 252 1A P9 A AE



64 HwwEaER FwtEE =

B 26 bR T A IR R B 27 #EE wA

B 28.1 B s w IR Rk

5 283 Bl ¥ R B ARSNR



