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Intertwining Imagery, Invention, and Idea: The
Making, Reproduction, and Empire-Building of
Pingding Taiwan Deshentu”

Lu, Cheng-heng "~

Abstract

Fukanggan hired painters to draft illustrations celebrating the Qing dynasty victory
in the pacification of Taiwan for Pingding Taiwan deshentu jincheng fuben ¥ & & % 43 5
# 2 &| 4 | which were mounted in Beijing and submitted to the Qianlong emperor in
1788. The emperor, after a course of discussion, decided which of the painting drafts to be
selected, inscribed, and redone. This process has already been studied in detail. However,
the present article argues that, after reexamining the original painting drafts, the process
of composing these images should be acknowledged as having taken place in three stages.
First, Fukanggan, as the lead commander of this war of pacification, was actively eager in
wanting to display his contribution and achievement in it. However, when the Chinese and
Western painters at the palace redrew the drafts into color paintings and copperplate prints,
they then erased the role of Fukanggan in the images. And finally, the artists employed
their experience and the emperor’s instructions to revise the pictures into invented ones.

This article also argues that the Qianlong emperor the rebellion in Taiwan as having
occurred outside that of China Proper. He also craved to display the Manchus’ brave and
undefeatable capacity as well as territorial seas, which resulted from his construction
of the “Manchu identity” ideology. He specially delivered the revised version of these
illustrations to parts of Inner Asia and designated it as additional gift to be presented
to the king of England when the Macartney Embassy visited China. By analyzing the
illustrations layer upon layer, this article tries to clarify how the meaning of these war
paintings shifted and was changed along the lines of the intention, purpose, and thinking of
the different people in charge behind them.

Keywords: Fukanggan, Qing palace, war painting, George Macartney, empire-building,
Taiwan

*  Received: 13 October 2023; Accepted: 3 May 2024

*%  Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung
University
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