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A Discussion of the Importance of Visual Inspection to the
Authentication of Old Books -- The Example of Two Sung and

Yiian Sutras in the National Central Library

Lu Chin-tang

Center for Chinese Studies

Abstract

Visual inspection is one of the methods of authenticating old books. It involves
direct examination to apprehend the physical qualities of a-surviving textor manuscript.
The present essay examines two printed sutras from the holdings of the National Central
Library: the I-ch’ieh ju-lai hsin mi-mi ch’iian-shen she-li pao-ch’ieh yin-t’o-lo ni-ching,
printed in the 975 under the orders of Ch’ien Ch’u, King of  Wu-yiich, and the red-black
dual color edition of the Chin-kang pan-jo p’o-lo-mi ching, with commentary by the
monk Shih Ssu-ts’ung, printed in 1341. Using these two texts as examples, the essay
discusses the importance of cross-examination of multiple editions, and direct inspection
of the original text, to authoritative authentication. If the use of a photocopy or other
reproduction is unavoidable, one must be exceptionally careful, for it is virtually
impossible to reproduce every feature of the original, most notably such clues as ink and
paper quality.

Keywords: old books, sutra, edition authentication

% The article in Chinese appears from page 1 to 10.
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