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The Archival Theory of Respect pour les Fonds and
an Re-examination of the Origin of
Archival Records

Chao-lin Sung
Department of Rare Books and Documents

National Palace Museum

Abstract

The archival theory, of respect. pour les—fonds-i§-the’ crystalization of the
principle of provenance, and is generally recognized as an effective and feasi-
ble approach to organizing" archives.” “An ‘“archival fond is ‘a “collection of
records of one and the same origin, or provenance. The implication is that
records from any records-creating body are considered a unit and kept separate
from other records. It also denotes that the original outer borders of archives
and the original inner order of the records should be kept intact. Any depar-
ture from the principe is to bring about an awkward situation whereas maintain-
ing the structural integrity of archives would be impossible. The purpose of
this paper then is to expound the theoretical foundation of the making of
archival fonds and to explore the nature of archival provenance. Three concep-
tual constructs will be addressed. First, an archival record is one which was
drawn up or used in the course of a transaction (be it administrative or execu-
tive, public or private) of which itself formed a part, and subsequently
preserved for its information on the transaction. The very raison d’etre of
records has thus dictated the foundation upon which archival fonds are to be
established, i.e., the preservation of all faithful representations of social trans-
actions. In other words, what constitutes the core of the provenance principe
is in effect historicist in nature. Second, there are two types of archival fonds:
national and organizational. The former is made up of records that are deemed
worthy of keeping for posterity and are best collectively preserved in the
custody of the government; it is frequently referred to as a symbol of national
sovereignty. The latter consists of records of individual social institutions that
are empowered to issue or to create documents of potential evidential or infor-
mational value; it is the organic totality of an institution’s archival records in
the course of realizing its social functions. Third, the notion of the records-
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creating body that is so predominant in the provenance principle is an interpre-
tation of the concept of origin in the narrow sense. Given that social institu-
tions are to a large extent dominated by their functions and that without one
or more live functions no institution would be able to endure, it is held that
the definition of archival provenance is not complete without consideration for
the actions that social institutions take to fulfill their functions. After all,
records of potential value do come from these actions, don’t they? With the
perspective of provenance broadened, it is believed that archivists would be in
a better position to understand the process in which archival records come
about more precisely and to preserve the structural integrity of archival fonds
more effectively.

Mt  ELT HRELTEB  FELFERU LRBA ~ FhRA» ALE
BA -~ B hRIRRA

Keywords : Archival Fonds, Archival Theory of Respect pour les Fonds, Prin-
ciple of Respect des Fonds, Principle of Provenance, Principle of
Pertinence, Registratur Pririzip, (or Registry Principle), Free Prin-
ciple of Provenance.

X The article in Chinese appears from page 159 to 178.
X Translated from the Chinese abstract on page 159 by Zoe Kwok.



