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An Analysis of Hsiao-chens (Royal Aide-de-camps)
in Ancient China

Waung Luang-sheng
Abstract

In many ancient oracle bones there appear inscriptions referring to royal
aide-de-camps (hsiao-chen). Through the ages a multitude of studies have
been done one after the other in an attempt to explain the position of these
royal aide-de-camps. Drawing on in-depth investigations from a combination of
oracle bone inscriptions amassed from a number of small nations, the under-
standing of these royal aide-de-camps has evolved. It seems that such aide-de-
camps entered into their master’s homes at a young age and grew up as
servants. It is from this.situation.that the "hstao" (directly jtranslated as small)
originates from, so this portion of their. titles-is only representative of their
status and doesn’t reflect their, real age. From. childhood, to. old age, someone
in this position would still be called "hsiao-chen". This title even extends to
their descendents, who would also be hsiao-chens. During the time that an
aide-de-camp was a servant he would most diligently gain his master’s trust.
Everyday he would serve, follow orders and be treated the same as a servant.
Aide-de-camps that grew up in the imperial palace, due to the close proximity
of the highest rules of the land would, at times, even take charge of important
posts. Furthermore, they possessed a very high status in society. But gener-
ally speaking, as a whole, the position of a royal aide-de-camps was that of a
servant.

Keywords: Oracle Bone Inscriptions, Hsiao-chen (Royal Aide-de-camp, during
the Chou Dynasty ranked as Senior Servicemen and were members
of the Ministry of War who valeted the King within his palace),
Servant, Tribe.

Translated from the Chinese abstract by Zoe Kwok
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