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Studies on the National Palace Museum’s Collection of
Jade Ts’ung from the Yellow River Area

Yang Mei-li
National Palace Museum

Abstract

Within the National Palace Museum’s collection is a type of artifact that
is a square tube with a cylindrical core and lacks surface decoration. In the
early catalogs they were classified as "jade kang-tou". Today, they are known
as jade ts’ungs. In recent years, scholars have been drawn to jade artifacts of
the late Neolithic period gom the upper and middle reaches of the Yellow
River. The unique style of manufacturing such jade ts’ungs from this particu-
lar area generated much research interest. The purpose of this paper is to
comprehensively inspect and study the Museum’s collection of jade ts’ungs that
fall outside the category. of Liang-chu style decorated .jade artifacts. The
paper’s analysis of determining- and comparing the-dates land-cultures is based
on archeological information.' " In addition; -more -logical explandtions of the
function and quality of these artifacts are put forth and the contained cultural
meanings of such artifacts arediscussed.

The Museum’s collection of jade ts’ungs contains over 30 pieces that are
not of the Liang-chu decorated style. ost of these are of the Ch’i-chia
culture style and a few are from the T’ao-ssu culture. We surmise that it is

ossible that there are actually very few from the Shang and Western Chou
ynasties. Therefore, we must pay close attention to the levels of develop-
ment in these types of artifacts from these four cultural stages. In terms of
materials, manu%,acturing and shape, artifacts from these four cultures or phases
all have obvious characteristics. This makes it very easy to distinguish which
area the artifacts are from. Furthermore, the mutual influences these different
cultures had upon one another is seen in the artifacts. Yet it is not easy to
identify the individual meaning imbued in jade ts’ungs from each cultural
phase. Although the exact purpose and contained meaning of these ts’ungs is
still unclear, it would appear that since such an expensive material was used
and a large number of laborers needed to create these artifacts their use was
destir_lfzd to be for sacrifice, use as ceremonial utensils or as burial ceremonial
utensils.

From studies of the Museum’s jade ts’ung collection, it can be more
clearly stated that the pieces come from the late Neolithic period, with three
major manufacturing centers. These centers were those cultures that actively
used jade ts’ungs, Liang-chu, Ch’i-chia, T’ao-ssu. We are also able to under-
stand some of the Shang Dynasty manufacturing characteristics of jade ts’ungs.
In addition, we can clarify the long existing problem of those jade ts’ungs
considered to be from the Western Chou, but without typical W]estern Chou
characteristics.  Finally, this paper also surveys the understanding of these
types of jade artifacts the Ch’ing %ynasty Emperor Ch’ien-lung and his contem-
porary antiquity scholars had.

Keywords: Jade Ts’ung, Yellow River Area, Ch’i-chia Culture, T ao-ssu
Culture

Translated from the Chinese by Kwok Zoe
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