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Learning from Prints and Painting: The Multiple
Characteristics of The Ten Bamboo Studio Collection of
Calligraphy and Painting

Ma Meng-ching
National Palace Museum

Abstract

This paper is a case study of The Ten Bamboo Studio Collection of Callig-
raphy and Painting (Shi-chu-chai shu-hua-p’u) of the late Ming period. By
analyzing the structure and content of these volumes, as well as comparing it
with other printed picture-books and paintings of similar topics, I hope to
explore the relationship between prints and painting in the seventeenth century.

Through analyzing -the techniques, and -styles of these eight volumes
published between 1619 to 1627, we may see the gradual shift in images from
that of emulating paintings' to the development of a ‘characteristic specialized
print vocabulary. The content of jthis'work iis, closely related; to-painting manu-
als and illustrated miscellaneous catalogues (p’u-lu). The volumes thus start
from painstakingly emulating the visual effects of painting. It further adopts
the format of painting albums, and emphasizes the literary connotation embed-
ded in the images. Yet by taking this direction, its function moves further
away from teaching how to paint step by step. Instead, it intends mainly to be
viewed for pleasure. However, printing techniques still could not faithfully
reproduce the subtle brushwork of painting. Therefore, the accomplishments of
The Ten Bamboo Studio Collection of Calligraphy and Painting might be
found in the development of a style specific to color printing, as shown in the
volumes devoted to stone and fruits.

However, these two volumes not only are representative of the gradual
complexity and maturation of this technology, but they also display themes
that traditionally were seldom seen added to such collections of illustrated
plates. In addition, these images also reflect the fact that they became objects
of appreciation, becoming part of the era’s prevailing customs. It can be said
that such images gradually became quite firmly the central figures in the devel-
opment of the art of printing. Regardless of the approach to the topic, it is
clear that Chinese printing developed into an individual art form.

Keywords: Late Ming, Prints, Painting Manual, Miscellaneous Catalogue, The
Ten Bamboo Studio Collection of Calligraphy and Painting

Translated from the Chinese abstract by Zoe Kwok
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