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A Study on Flint - inlaid Bone Artifacts

Yang, Mei-li
National Palace Museum ,Taipei

Abstract

The flint-inlaid bone artifact was produced under the conditions of
highly mature Mesolithic bone and stone industries, with an inlay tech-
nique. This sort of artifact was an important type of remain with the
cultural characteristics of the Steppes and highlands in ancient Eurasia,
also revealing a living barometer of the forms for hunting and nomadic
economies. The geographical distribution of the artifact was mainly in
Northern China, Siberia, Northern Europe, and the Near East. As to
Northern China, more specifically, it covered the Northeast, North, and
Northwest areas, whichiis the  so-called "Sai wai' (literally “frontier
beyond") with a distribution area forming a crescent-shape.

Archaeological materials show that, from .the end of ‘the late Pale-
olithic period on, this sort of assembled artifact had begun to be manu-
factured, though the technique had not matured until the late Neolithic
period (ca. 6000-2000 B.C.). By this period, there appeared at least
four functional types of such artifacts; bone barb [harpoon] with flint
blade, bone arrowhead with flint blade, bone dagger with flint blade,
and bone knife with flint blade. The first two were tools used for fish-
ing and hunting, the latter two probably for hunting and pasturing
(cutting hide and meat); some of those of exquisite quality might have
been for funerals. These typological developments were caused by the

necessity of facing various livelihoods and by the restriction of tradi-
tional methods of producing bone and stone artifacts in different
cultures. These typologies clearly a variety of express regional and
period features. Such developments might be seen as stylistic variations
among the bone artifacts with inlaid flint blades in the Northeast and
Northwest areas.

*The article in Chinese appears from page —PH/Lto ZQO.
**Translated from the Chinese abstract on page —PU/L by Lee, Po-Ju.
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