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A Comparative Study of Stone and Jade Ko-Daggers and
Their Possible Uses (Part 1)

Yang, Mei-li

(National Palace Museum, Taipei)

ABSTRACT"

This paper in two parts presents an arrangement and study for the

comparison of the development of stone and jade ko-dagger forms excavated
from sites of the Erh-li-t’ou Culture, Yin-hsii, and into the Chou. The study also
provides an analysis of the findings from evcavations and explores the possible
roles that these objects had in their respective societies and cultures. Also
explored is the relationship between bronze and jade daggers during; the critical
period in which both were used.

It has been deduced that the ko-dagger form might haye already begun to
be made in late Lung-shan culture. In Erh-li-t’ou culture, the quantity of
archaeological materials related to stone and jade ko-daggers is not very great.
By Upper Strata Erh-li-kang, however, the stone and jade ko-daggers excavated
from many large and medium sized tombs reveal two important characteristics.
The first is their sacrificial feature, in which most were made from stone. In
burial customs then, it appears that they were first broken intentionally before
being placed in the grave, thus accounting for those excavated mostly in the
form of pieces. The other characteristic is their ritual feature in funerary
ceremonies. These daggers are generally more refined, made from jade, and
unbroken. Both types, however, appear to have functioned as objects for the
protection of the tomb occupant.

From Phase III Yin-hst, the production of stone and jade ko-daggers
dropped off considerably. They became smaller and production was simplified

and crude. The feature of those excavated from tombs is close to that of grave

" The article in Chinese appears from page — . to — /(.
" Translated from the Chinese abstract on page by Donald E. Brix.
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goods (ming-ch’i). From the late Western Chou to the early Spring and Autumn
Period, nobles had stone and jade ko-daggers produced that were somewhat
revivalistic in style, since they seem to present a new interpretation of the older
forms dating from Phase II Yin-hst.

Key Words
ko-dagger X
Erh-li-t’ou — H§E
Lung-shan Culture HE[1/324k,
upper stratum &
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