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The Archaeology on China’s High Antiquity
Zhang, Zhongpei
Palace Museum, Peking
Abstract
The reconstruction of China’s high antiquity has been one of the missions in
modern China since the 1920s. In order to achieve this goal, archaeologists and
historians have sifted through (figuratively and literally) mountains of material.
Though there have been failures along the way, great rewards have been reaped.
Not only have we gained new insights into China’s ancient history as well as her
Neolithic age, but the field of Chinese archaeology as a whole has grown and
matured to form the pillar upon which our knowledge rests. The content of this
article focuses on the era before the Hsia dynasty, with only a select discussion on

the Hsia, Shang, and Western Chou.

Keywords: Hsia &
Shang &
Chou &

* The author’s abstract was translated by Donald E. Brix.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on pages — through —Q.
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