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Omura Seigai and Ch’en Shih-tseng: Two Advocates for
the Revival of Literati Painting in the Modern Age
Liu Xiaolu
Tokyo National University
Abstract

Omura Seigai (1868-1927) was born in the first year of the new era of
modern Japan—the Meiji period—and died at the end of the Taisho. The
Japanese art of this period, marked by his birth and death, was a special one in
academic circles. He was one of the most influential figures advocating and
reviving the essence of literati painting in this age of modernization.

Ch’en Shih-tseng (1876-1923) wasalso an,impertant figure in'the atf world,
but in China, at roughly the same-time. This period was also a crucial onein_the
development of art in modern China. This epoch, however, did not end with his
death.

There have been varying opinions about Omura Seigai in Japan, but Ch’en
Shih-tseng has been consistently admired in academic circles of Chinese art.
Nevertheless, perhaps it is because of the special historical mission that these two
men shared that fate has decided that they must be considered together.

Their first meeting took place in Peking in 1922, which was an important
event for both of them. Due to their meeting, they came to publish together The

Study of Chinese Literati Painting, which included Omura Seigai’s The Revival of

Literati Painting and Ch’en Shih-tseng’s The Assessment of Literati Painting.
This book was a historic publication for modern Chinese art, and it is considered

a monument to the history of the artistic relationship between China and Japan.

Key words: literati painting 32 A\ 2
revival 15 Hil

* The Chinese text of this article appears on pages —— 71 through — — /.
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