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A Re-evaluation of T’ai-shan as the Great Eastern Peak
Wang, Shuming
Shantung Institute of Archaeology
Abstract

The present study, based on the analysis of texts, archaeological evidence,
and research on minorities, suggests that the long-held belief in China of T ai-
shan (Mt. T’ai) being the principal mountain among the Five Great Peaks origi-
nated with the custom of venerating mountain spirits as practiced by the prehis-
toric Tung-i tribe, which lived in the Shantung region of the modern T’ai-i
Mountains and surrounding area. The ancient customs of this tribe from the T ai-i
Mountains were passed down and.eventually evolved into-the rituals and; cere-
monies of later periods. T’ai-shan, as-the Great Eastern Peak, originally did not
specify a single mountain; but was,a general term applied;to a largezmountain.
Starting in the 1950s, archaeologists discovered evidence of bronzes and rammed
earth foundations from the Shang dynasty to the Warring States period in the
T’ai-i Mountains and surrounding areas. Combined with historical records,
including texts describing rituals performed at T’ai-shan through the dynasties,
the evidence indicates that, from the Shang or early Chou to the early Spring and
Autumn Period, “T’ai-shan” referred to the middle range of the T ai-i Mountains
in modern Shantung. The middle range was only second in height to Meng-shan
or Jih-kuei-meng of modern T’ai-shan. However, from the Warring States to the
Han dynasty, Tai-shan was used to refer to the T ai-shan of modern T ai-an.
More importantly, the present article further supports the fact that the T’ ai-i
Mountains and surrounding area in Shantung was one of the cradles of Chinese
civilization. Known as the Tung-i culture, it originated with the ancient Tung-i
tribe, from which emerged the clan of Emperor Shun; in other words, one of the
ancestors of the Shang dynastic house. This tribe originally inhabited the southern
T’ai-i Mountains and later moved south into the Central Plains area. The ancient

custom of venerating mountain spirits as practiced by the Tung-i tribe gradually



evolved and grew in meaning and status to become the state ritual known as feng-
ch’an performed at T ai-shan, which subsequently became known as the head of

the Five Great Peaks and thus the center of the Chinese world.
Key words: T’ai-shan Zg[1]
Great Eastern Peak Bif%

Sfeng-ch’an &

* The author’s abstract was translated by Donald E. Brix.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on pages 1,71, through ——4.
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