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A Study on Jade and Stone Knives with Multiple Holes
Yang, Mei-li
National Palace Museum
Abstract

Among the jades that have been passed down through the generations and
those archaeologically excavated, the ones to which the most “marks of cultural
significance” have been added are jade knives with multiple holes, associated
with northwest China of the Neolithic age. These jades often include drilled holes,
serrated edges, floral patterns, thin blades, and notched ends. Many of these so-
called “marks of cultural significance,” however, were done after the jades were
carved, making it difficult for modern scholars to assess their intention and
meaning. Thus, the present article seeks to organize and analyze archaeological
evidence along with objects from collections to discuss their style:and meaning.

Stone and jade knives with multiple holes, judging from contemporary
archaeological findings, are not very evenly distributed. Although these knives
appear at many sites, they were not produced as everyday tools. In the Kiangsu
and Anhwei region, two seven-hole stone knives were excavated from a Pei-yin-
yang-ying Culture site at Nanking, while more than thirty were found at a Hsiieh-
chia-kang Culture site at Ch’ien-shan, Anhwei. These knives, all exquisitely
carved, include only odd numbers of holes, from one to thirteen. In addition,
many jade knives with multiple holes have been excavated from the middle and
upper reaches of the Yellow River.

This type of knife with multiple holes made from stone or jade does not
appear to have been an object of daily use, but rather a ceremonial- or ritual-type
weapon. The meaning of the odd number of holes on stone knives from the
Kiangsu and Anhwei region seems to reflect the long tradition of astronomical
and calendrical study there. Jade knives with multiple holes from the middle and
upper reaches of the Yellow River, meanwhile, appear to be related to the devel-

opment of ya-chang scepters and suggests that the techniques used to produce



them were similar. The rich variety of “marks of cultural significance” on these

objects thus represents the religious, political, and artistic features of the periods

concerned.

Key words: knives with multiple holes Z5£(,7]
“marks of cultural significance” 37 {V.EC 5%
Neolithic age A ZsHE(L
ya-chang T3

* The author’s abstract was translated by Donald E. Brix.

* The Chinese text of this article appears on pages —-= through =PU.
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