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An Experiment in the Reconstruction of Early Korean
Printing: Molding Movable Type in Metal from Tidal Loam
Cho, Hyungjin
Kang-nam University
Abstract

In Korean rare books from the Koryo period (918-1392), we often find indis-
putable textual evidence to indicate that metal movable type was made at this early
stage of printing. However, questions remain as to where this method of molding
type came from and what the exact process was involved. There is even some ques-
tion as to whether the type was made from metal and to what extent it was influ-
enced by Chinese methods: These are all questions.that face the scholar of early
Korean printing. In this article, the-author attempts to address these issues from a
technical point of view. Through careful study of the early record of casting type
found in Yung-chai ts'ung-kao by the Korean scholar Ch'eng Nieh (1439-1504),
the author here attempts to reconstruct this method of casting movable type from
molds made of tidal loam. In the process, the author deals with the manufacture of
molds,the casting techniques involved, the preparation of the metal, and the finish-
ing of the final product. By combining textual analysis with experimental research,
the author hopes to shed new light and bring new life to the ancient Korean method

of preparing casts for movable type from tidal loam.
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* The Author's abstract was translated by Donald E. Brix, National Palace Museum
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page 5— through page /1.O.
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