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Reclaiming Hong Kong and Kowloon
The Nationalist Government's Policy Decisions and
Negotiations (1941-1948)
Li, Yun-han
National Political University
Abstract

The Chinese Nationalist Government, adhering to both foreign policy formu-
lated by the KMT's First National Congress, as well as stipulations in Dr. Sun
Yat-sen's "Fundamentals of National Reconstruction" to resist foreign power and
revise foreign treaties, championed the abolition of unequal treaties and advocated
a reclaiming of border regions.

The periods both preceding and following the Northward Expedition's unifi-
cation witnessed notable acheivements in this area. Up until the time that China
actually procured English and American agreement during the War of Resisitance,
the country not only actively promulgated the abolition of foreign extraterritoria-
lity, but also re-concluded equal, bilateral treaties. Thus, the unequal treaties
which and plagued the nation for one-hundred years were finally abolished.

what is regrettable is that although the National Government remained resol-
ute in its position towards reclaiming Hong Kong and Kowloon, in the end, it
could not escape the objective and strategical limits that the era created. The gov-
ernment could only wait until after the war had ended to continue with it's bid for
reclamation. Thus, it car be presumed that if, after the war, the Russian army had
not invaded China's northeast and the Communist Party had not rebelled, the
Hong Kong and Kowloon situations might have been resolved at an earlier date.

This article, based upon historical documents and official testimonies, dis-
cusses both wartime and post-war policies and negotiations that the national gov-

ernment concluded in order to reclaim Hong Kong and Kowloon. It also examines
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the American government's stance towards Hong Kong's sovereignty and main-
tains that these two factors not only acted as the critical link in wartime foreign

policy, but also became an unforgettable, indellibly truth marking China's history.

Keywords: The Nationalist Government [5] R
Hong Kong ik
Kowloon J1.EE
Sovereignty = ##

* The Author's was translated by Jocelyn Flint.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on page — 7. through page P4/5.
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