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..EmwonmHPMQimam.: opcit, P.57 o # However these ideas may spring from Buddhist concepts | and certainly Shen Chou pictures

himself seated like a Buddhist sage in his shelter | this stands as a kind of artist’s creed. For as the artist must fundamentally deal
with matter, the creation or moulding of matter in terms of sounds and shapes, these cannot be considered irrelevant; they are not
mere illusion. Rather, all appearance , all manifestations of matter, all? things, hold the core of truth. It is through acceptance rather
than denial of the world that one learns of the nature of reality. Most particularly in these later years Shen Chou paints against a
background such as this. For one can see in his scrolls a marvelous balance between the obligation to paint the beauty of the world
as it appears to the eye and the necessity to suggest its fragile and deceptive quality as mere appearance. He thus would lead us to its

inner and essential nature, to? an understanding of things.,
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Research on ”Sitting up at Night” by Shen Chou

and the Thought of Chuan Tzu’s Chi Wu Luen
Liu Mei-ching » Wang Shyang-ling
Fu Jen Catholic University » Feng Jia University

Abstract

While art as the external form of human’s subjective mental activities,
belongs to the upper part of cultural structure, painting stands the importance
for art presentation, whose essence is to carry a certain kind of mental exis-
tence through symbolistic language. Chinese painting is language itself which
is used by artists to make a presentation on their comprehension to the Na-
ture. Especially in the ancient times, since scholars regarded painting as the
method to cultivate themselves, develop their thoughts and life state, the qual-
ity of Chinese painting has enrich day by day, and has developed its own
independent significance as well as aesthetic values. Consequently, the research
on Chinese painting not only involves the study on surface meaning expressed
by the language of the work but also explores the more abstractive thoughts
and mental activities behind those symbolistic languages. In brief, while
making the research on Chinese painting. We can not just stay at the surface
study, but to go into its deep meaningful state, and even explore the state
behind its internal state just becauce artistic state is a kind of cubic structure
containing multiple characters.

From the view of artistic anthropology, the real art work always lasts
and keeps new. It requires our constant new study and development. The tra-
ditional study and eyesight will not create any new ideas but cliche. If only
the orginal and the creative study method will be able to expose the real
spirit behind art. The goal of this treatise aims to make a contemporary in-
terpretation to Chuang Tzu’s metaphysical thought carried out in the painting
”Sitting up at night” by Shen Chou.

Keywords: Subjective 3= f& Shen Chouik &
Presention 32 ¥ Chuan TzudtT
Symbolistic A7 98

* The Chinese text of this article appears on page— _.-Lthrough—757s.



