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Brief Summary of “A Comprehensive study of Bird,

Phoenix, Dragon and Insect Calligraphy”
Ts’ung Wen-chun
Chilin University

Abstract

This essay treats the problems and limitations of past scholarly research
on ”Bird” style calligraphy and on ”Bird and Insect” style calligraphy. Based
on information from archeological evidence as well as from a great number
of documentary accounts, it also investigates the “Phoenix” style calligraphy
and “Dragon” style calligraphy to be found in ”Bird” style calligraphy, and
further, points out the cultural implications therein. It also discusses the phe-
nomenon of side-by-side inscription of ”Pheonix Grasping Brush in Mouth”
style and “Phoenix-Dragon” style calligraphy.

The essay discusses the distinguishing features of calligraphy and feudal
state in Bird, Phoenix, Dragon and Insect style calligraphy respectively. Tak-
ing a broad perspective, it offers an explanation of the evolutionarys circum-
stances of calligraphic style in the Warring States and Spring and Autumn
periods.

The essay discusses the influence of the post-Han development of Bird,
Phoenix, and Insect style calligraphy on decorative writing, common
characters and writing skill.

The essay ultimately discusses the regionalized historical and cultural
background of the production of Bird, Phoenix, Dragon and Insect style calli-
graphy, and provides the necessary explanation of several related questions.

Keywords: Bird Style Calligraphy &2
Bird and Insect Style Calligraphy & #k=
Phoenix Styee Calligraphy Bl
Dragon Style Calligraphy‘ﬁ‘%%
Insect Style Calligraphy &k

* The author’s was translated by Larissa N. Heinrich.
* The Chinese text of this article appears on pagefLJLthrough——Jx.



